Grading Rubric and Assignment Expectations
Article Assignment:
For this assignment, students will analyze the happening of one recent (within the last 3 months) newsworthy events. The purpose of the article assignments is to encourage critical thinking about both the world we live in today, as well as the world we may live in tomorrow (based on the ramifications of current events). 
While there is no minimum word count for these assignments, it is still necessary for students to fully explore the significance of the events discussed within their news articles. To accomplish this, students should make an effort to understand more than just what’s happening in the immediate present. 
Hence, students will 
(1) first summarize the facts of the event. 
Then, they will 
(2) critically think about the historic value of an event. 
Next, students will 
(3) discuss how the event affects the current environment. 
Finally, students should 
(4) discuss possible ramifications of the event. 
(5) In considering these possible subsequent actions, students should let history be their guide. 

As with all written assignments, students should present original work that is informed by academic resources. In developing their thoughts, students should utilize at least three academic sources of information. In citing these sources, students should use APA format to note both in-text citations and to construct a proper reference section. 
* Scroll down to see Grading Rubric Table Below

Article Assignment Grading Rubric (based on 25 possible points)
	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Below Expectations
	Unacceptable

	Content
	20 points (80%)
The student presents an understanding of the event and the historic value of the event. The student discusses how the event affects the current world climate and the possible consequences of the event. The student examines these consequences from both modern and historical perspectives. 
	15 points (60%)
The student presents an understanding of the event and discusses at least three other components of the assignment criteria. 
	10 points (40%)
The student presents an understanding of the event and discusses at least two other components of the assignment criteria.
	5 points (20%)
The student presents an understanding of the event; however, the discussion is limited in adequately addressing the other required components of the assignment. 

	Mechanics
	5 points (20%)
The student clearly articulates his/her thoughts while adhering to proper grammar, sentence structure, and citation rules. 
	2.5 points (10%)
The student generally expresses his/her thoughts in clear, coherent, and logical manner. There are no more than five grammar, structure, or citation errors within the text.  
	0 points (0%)

The student writes with incomplete sentences and/or fails to clearly articulate his/her thoughts. There are numerous errors with grammar, sentence structure, and/or citation rules.  
	   ------------


